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aPatients with unknown values were not included in the denominator when calculating the distribution, which was <2% of the overall N for sex, 0.2% for insurance type, and 0.04% for SES.

SD, standard deviation.

Bevacizumab initiators 
(n=109,882) 

Other anti-VEGF 

initiators (n=26,028)

Overall 
(N=135,910)

Age, mean (SD), years 58.6 (11.8) 59.2 (11.5) 58.7 (11.7)

Sex, male (%)a 52.6 54.6 53.0

Race/ethnicity (%)

Hispanic or Latino 27.6 15.7 25.3

White 32.7 43.2 34.7

Black 17.8 15.9 17.5

Asian or Pacific Islander 5.5 4.8 5.4

Other 3.3 3.7 3.4

Unknown 13.1 16.9 13.8
Insurance type (%)a

Commercial 37.1 52.8 40.1

Medicaid 30.9 17.4 28.3

Medicare Advantage 32.0 29.8 31.6

Quartiles of 3-digit ZIP code level SES (%)a

High SES 27.5 36.3 29.2

Upper-middle SES  26.7 28.2 27.0

Middle SES  25.8 20.9 24.9

Low SES 20.0 14.6 19.0

Baseline Characteristics Among Patients with DME 

First Initiating Anti-VEGF Agents 
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Insurance Type, Race/Ethnicity, and Community SES are Associated 

with Bevacizumab as the First Anti-VEGF for DME
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First anti-VEGF initiation (DME) OR (95% CI)a n

Insurance

Medicaid 2.46 (2.37, 2.56) 38,315

Medicare Advantage 1.69 (1.63, 1.76) 41,798

Commercialb – 53,718

Race/

ethnicity

Hispanic/Latino 2.33 (2.24, 2.42) 34,017

Asian 1.55 (1.45, 1.65) 7211

Black 1.47 (1.41, 1.53) 23,283

Other 1.17 (1.08, 1.26) 4498

Unknown 0.97 (0.93, 1.01) 18,434

Whiteb
– 46,388

Quartiles 

of 3-digit 

ZIP code 

level SES

Low 1.82 (1.74, 1.89) 25,551

Middle 1.63 (1.57, 1.69) 33,309

Upper Middle 1.26 (1.21, 1.30) 36,201

Highb
– 38,770

Less likely to receive 

bevacizumab

More likely to 

receive bevacizumab

aOR adjusted for age, sex, and year.
bReference category.

Note: Approximately 2% of patients with missing values for covariates were excluded from the analysis.

OR (95% CI)
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Year

Medicaid, n 7221 6733 5737 7802 7604 3322

Medicare Advantage, n 8708 8645 6829 7581 7631 3492

Commercial, n 10,743 10,522 8544 9922 9826 4840

aOnly includes data until June.

Proportion of Patients Initiating Bevacizumab for DME 

by Insurance Type Across Years
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