
Presented at the 24th European Society of Retina Specialists (EURETINA) Congress, Barcelona, Spain, September 19–22, 2024

Pooled Safety Analysis of the CANDELA, PHOTON, 
and PULSAR Trials Up to 96 Weeks Demonstrates 

Comparable Safety Profiles with Aflibercept 8 mg and 2 mg
Andreas Stahl,1 Eric Schneider,2 Ursula Maria Schmidt-Ott,3 Claudia Tueckmantel,4 Andrea Schulze,3 
Alyson J. Berliner,5 Karen W. Chu,5 Robert Vitti,5 Kimberly Reed,5 Xin Zhang,6 Peter Morgan-Warren,6 

Rohini Rao,5 Sergio Leal,6 on behalf of the CANDELA, PHOTON, and 
PULSAR study investigators

1Department of Ophthalmology, University Medicine Greifswald, Greifswald, Germany; 2Tennessee Retina PC, 
Nashville, TN, USA; 3Bayer AG, Berlin, Germany; 4Bayer AG, Wuppertal, Germany; 

5Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc., Tarrytown, NY, USA; 
6Bayer Consumer Care AG, Basel, Switzerland



2

Disclosures
• AS has served as a consultant for Allergan, Apellis, Bayer, Novartis, and Roche

o ES is a consultant for Carl Zeiss Meditec, Inc., Notal Vision, and Iveric Bio. USO, CT, and ASc 
are employees of Bayer AG. AJB, KWC, RV, KR, and RR are employees and stockholders of 
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc. XZ, PMW, and SL are employees of Bayer Consumer Care 
AG

• The CANDELA and PHOTON studies were sponsored by Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
(Tarrytown, NY), and the PULSAR study was funded by Bayer AG (Leverkusen, Germany). The 
sponsor participated in the design and conduct of the studies, analysis of the data, and preparation 
of this presentation

• Study disclosures: These studies include research conducted on human patients; Institutional 
Review Board approval was obtained prior to study initiation

• The pooled safety analysis of intravitreal aflibercept 8 mg from CANDELA, PHOTON, and PULSAR 
was previously presented at the ARVO Annual Meeting, May 5–9, 2024, Seattle, WA, USA

• Medical writing support, under direction of the authors, was provided by ApotheCom and funded by 
Bayer Consumer Care AG, Basel, Switzerland, in accordance with Good Publication Practice (GPP) 
guidelines (Ann Intern Med 2022;175:1298–1304)

















10

Conclusions

• The incidence of IOI was low and similar between aflibercept 8 mg and 2 mg
• No cases of endophthalmitis were reported with aflibercept 8 mg, whereas 2 cases of 

endophthalmitis were reported with aflibercept 2 mg
• No cases of ischemic optic neuropathy were reported with aflibercept 8 mg, and 1 case of 

ischemic optic neuropathy was reported with aflibercept 2 mg
• The incidence of non-ocular TEAEs, including serious TEAEs, APTC events, and deaths, 

was similar between aflibercept 8 mg and 2 mg
• Overall, aflibercept 8 mg demonstrated comparable safety to 2 mg for up to 96 weeks 

across the CANDELA, PULSAR, and PHOTON trials
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